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Outline itinerary 

Day 1 Depart London 

Day 2 Arrive Buenos Aires, fly Salta 

Day 3 Los Cardones National Park 

Day 4 Acay Mount, San Lorenzo 

Day 5             Los Cardones National Park 

Day 6/7 El Rey National Park 

Day 8 Ingeniero Juárez 

Day 9 Formosa National Reserve 

Day 10/11 Calilegua National Park 

Day 12     Fly Salta to Buenos Aires and drive     

El  Palmer National Park 

Day 13/14 El Palmar Park National Park 

Day 15/17 Iberá Wetlands 

Day 18 Drive to Posadas, fly Buenos Aires 

Day 19 Fly Buenos Aires & on to UK 

Day 20 Arrive UK 

Departs 

September 

Dates and Prices 

See website (Tour Code ARG05) or brochure  

Grading 

A/B Easy walking, but some long travel days 

From top: Giant Anteater, Andean Condor and 

Mountain Viscacha 
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NB. Please note that the itinerary below offers our planned programme of excursions.  However, adverse 

weather & other local considerations can necessitate some re-ordering of the programme during the 

course of the tour, though this will always be done to maximise best use of the time and weather 

conditions available.   

Introduction 

The mighty Andes, the longest mountain chain in the world, extend the length of the South American Continent 

from Colombia in the north to the southern tip of Tierra del Fuego. In the northern Argentinean provinces the 

influences of the mountains extend beyond the awesome allure of numerous jagged peaks and rivers that flow 

down into the lowlands to create complex and highly specialised zones of vegetation which in turn support unique 

species of wildlife. The aim of this tour is to explore the wildest areas of Andean Cordilleras moving eastwards 

into the deepest forest of Chaco lowlands. After the northwest section we explore the Espinal habitat with Yatay 

palm forest at El Palmar National Park in Entre Ríos plus the magnificent Iberá wetlands to sample some of the 

superlative landscape and wildlife described below. Many of the mammals encountered are endemic to the region 

but the list of potential species for the tour ranges from Andean Deer and Andean Condor to tiny hummingbirds 

and bats. Of particular note are chances to see the shy Tapir, the extraordinary Giant Anteater and the enigmatic 

Maned Wolf. 

 

The majority of the tour is run in comfortable 4x4 vehicles, so as to ensure you the best chances and conditions 

to observe and photograph the wildlife. Breakfasts taken in the field and several night outings in different habitats 

provide further possibilities for encounters with some of the most attractive wildlife in southern South America. 

Day 1    

In Flight 

We depart from London on a scheduled service overnight flight to Buenos Aires. 

Day 2    

San Lorenzo, Salta 

We arrive in the Argentine capital Buenos Aires early in the morning and immediately transfer by road to the 

domestic airport from where we take a two hour flight to Salta city in the northwest corner of the country. Located 

at an altitude of 1,200 m, in the heart of the Lerma valley, the city of Salta was a strategic stopping point for troops 

and carts traveling to the Potosí - Bolivia silver mines, more than 400 years ago. Today the colonial city of Salta 

has a population of over 1 million and is considered by many to be one of the most modern cities in Andean South 

America. On arrival in Salta we drive a short distance to San Lorenzo canyon and check-in to the picturesque Selva 

Montana Ecolodge, located amongst the forest clad mountain slopes. There will be an evening visit to the Huaico 

Reserve protecting a stand of pristine cloud forest, where we spend a few hours in search of Forest Fox, Brown 

Brocket-Deer and owls. Although rare, the Geoffroy’s Cat is sometimes seen here preying on Dusky-legged Guan 

and with our spotlight there is always a chance of sighting this elusive predator. 
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Day 3    

Los Cardones National Park 

 

Early departure for a full day excursion to Los Cardones National 

Park protecting spectacular cacti-clad slopes and towering peaks 

rising to more than 5,000 metres at Sub Andean ranges southwest of 

Salta. Andean Condor can be found soaring over the ridges whilst 

herds of Guanacos - a wild South American camelid - run across the 

puna grassland. The winding road crosses the river and climbs up the 

Escoipe Canyon to 3,500 metres where Black-chested Buzzard Eagle, 

Variable Hawk and Black-billed Shrike-Tyrant are very likely 

sightings. Flowering tobacco bushes attract the striking Red-tailed 

Comet and Giant Hummingbird while Ornate Tinamous can also be 

spotted on the slopes. We plan to spend a couple of hours hiking 

along the Enchanted Valley in search of Mountain Viscacha, which 

“looks like a cross between a Rabbit and Kangaroo”, the rather tame 

Andean Red Fox and Pampas Cat. We will also spend some time 

walking through areas of Monte habitat where we hope to find 

Elegant Crested Tinamou and Andean Hairy Armadillo. Later we proceed driving across the Los Cardones 

National Park and along the Tin-Tin valley towards the Calchaquí river and our comfortable hotel for a two night 

stay after an unforgettable journey across these mighty Andean ridges.  

Day 4    

Acay Mount, San Lorenzo 

We will spend the morning exploring the famous Route 40 towards the Acay mountain pass (15,000 ft.) - one of 

the highest in America- enjoying dramatic scenery of high Andes peaks and deep valleys where Andean Condor 

soar effortlessly on the uprising thermals. Andean Red Fox and Puma are the main targets for us today but we will 

also have good chances for Andean Deer and more Guanacos and Vicuñas. Even the rare and secretive Andean 

Cat inhabits this region and so we will keep a sharp eye on the barren slopes. At this high altitude the avifauna is 

represented by a fine selection of Sierra Finches, Earthcreepers and Miners plus the scarce Puna Tinamou and the 

rather tame Rufous-bellied Seedsnipe. We have chances to find perhaps a Brush-tailed Vizcacha Rat near the stone-

walls, while several falcons and hawks will be spotted soaring around. 

 

Later in the afternoon we descend back via La Poma and the upper Calchaquí River on the way back to our hotel 

at the border of Los Cardones National Park for a good dinner and overnight. 

Day 5            

Los Cardones Park, San Lorenzo 

After an early start, we will drive across the Tin-Tin valley where vast cactus fields will provide great opportunities 

for landscape photography while we look for more Guanacos, hawks and flocks of Burrowing Parrots. This area 

offers the last chance for finding an Armadillo, Tawny Tuco-tuco and the always possible but hard to spot Puma. 

                                                       Guanacos 
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Later we start descending along the Bishop’s Slope where the habitat changes from dry puna, through misty 

grassland, eventually to wet cloud forest until we reach the Lerma valley and arrive back to our lodge in San 

Lorenzo. 

Day 6            

El Rey National Park 

A full day excursion is devoted to explore El Rey National Park, one of the most isolated and wild protected areas 

in Argentina. This Park is surrounded by mountain ridges which makes it difficult to access, with only one open 

gate to get inside. Our drive along a narrow canyon will cross several rivers where 4x4 wheel drive vehicles might 

prove to be essential. Good transitional forest dotted with 

few small farms gives us the chance to spot Brown 

Brocket Deer, Red Tegu-Lizard and Forest Rabbit, which 

can suddenly appear at the roadside. Several bird species 

can also be seen here, including Toco Toucan, King 

Vulture, Scaly-headed Parrot, the elegant Red-legged 

Seriema and Grey-necked Wood Rail. Once in the Park, 

we will hike along several trails in search of mammals such 

as Jaguarundi, White-lipped and Collared Peccaries and 

with a bit of luck we can even get views of the shy 

Southern River Otter swimming along the stream. Jaguars 

were once present in the area until local ranchers 

exterminated them before the creation of this protected area. That, along with the remoteness of the Park, offers 

us potentially the best chance of finding Anta (local name for Tapir) during our tour. After having dinner in the 

field we drive out to our hotel in Las Lajitas town where we will stay for two nights. 

Day 7   

El Rey National Park 

In the early morning we will revisit El Rey National Park in search of any missing species, very conceivable for a 

good view of Tapir, but even large predators such as Ocelot and Puma have been seen here on previous tours so 

we hope for many wildlife encounters. Depending on sightings and the weather, we may spend the full day inside 

the Park or return to Las Lajitas after midday. Overnight at Las Lajitas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Toco Toucan 
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Day 8   

Ingeniero Juárez 

This will be an opportunistic day as we explore a diversity 

of habitats while we travel to our destination located some 

400 kms north, between two major rivers, the Bermejo 

and the Pilcomayo, and not far from the border with 

Paraguay. This Chaco woodland covering both sides of 

the border between Salta and Formosa provinces is the 

land of the Wichis, an ancient tribe of people with roots 

in the Tupi-Guaraní indigenous nation. The likely species 

to be seen during this travelling day along the road will 

include Jaguarundi, Common Hog-nosed Skunk, Lesser 

Grison, Southern Dwarf Cavy, Argentine Grey Fox, 

Brown Brocket Deer, a couple of species of Armadillos and some of the characteristic birds of this open habitat 

with grasslands, spiny bushes and mesquite type trees that might include Greater Rhea, Tataupa and Brushland 

Tinamous, Aplomado Falcon, Savanna Hawk, Turquoise-fronted Parrot and Rufescent Tiger Heron.  We arrive in 

Ingeniero Juárez town in the early evening and check in to our hotel for a 2 night stay. 

Day 9   

Formosa National Park, Ingeniero Juárez 

 

Full day devoted to visit the isolated Formosa Reserve and 

the margins of Teuco River. Hoping to have good fortune 

on our side we will drive and walk along several particular 

trails in search of the scarce Giant Anteater. We also hope 

to come across a Lesser Anteater or Tamandua, Six-

banded Armadillo and/or Southern Three-banded 

Armadillo, but even Puma has been seen in our previous 

tours in this area. Much easier to spot will be Plains 

Viscacha at their huge cavity nest and any of the 

Opossums inhabiting this area such as Common Mouse-

Opossum, White-eared and Little Water Opossum. 

Returning to the main road at dusk, we can try some spotlighting in search of Grey Potoo, and any other night 

creature that might oblige. The night will be spent back at our hotel in Ingeniero Juárez. 

Day 10   

Chaco habitat 

The Chaco - which in native Quechua language means 'hunting grounds'- occupies an area of about one million 

square miles and is essentially a dry savannah-like plain in which the characteristic vegetation is represented by 

thorny members of the legume family. It is truly a unique wild habitat, peculiar to Paraguay, Northern Argentina 

and a small area of southeastern Bolivia. We will spend this morning driving along this central area of the Chaco 

                                                     Six-banded Armadillo  

                                                             Hog-nosed Skunk 
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Forest taking sided trips to explore remnants of primary Quebracho Colorado forest (the "red axe-breaker") where 

family groups of Chacoan Mara and Southern Dwarf Cavy forage on the ground near fallen trunks and stay alert 

to escape from their natural predators such as Argentine Grey Fox and Little-spotted Cat. This locality represents 

our best chances for finding the scarce Crowned Eagle but the local avifauna includes a number of special 

attractions such as Black-legged Seriema, the endemic Spot-winged Falconet, the elusive Crested Gallito, noisy 

Chaco Chachalacas, and quiet Chaco Puffbirds. In the afternoon we drive south to the locality of Libertador San 

Martin in Jujuy province in order to spend one night near the entrance to Calilegua National Park. 

Day 11   

Calilegua National Park 

The Calilegua National Park encompasses 70,000 

hectares of rugged country with deep valleys and vertical 

slopes carpeted by dense Yungas Forest, almost 

permanently immersed in clouds and life-giving mists 

during summertime. Early this morning we plan to drive 

slowly along the winding road that climbs up to the 

highest point of the Park, enjoying amazing views of the 

primary cloud forest catching the first light of the day 

while the activity starts in the forest with feeding flocks 

of colourful birds. Here we hope to find a group of Red 

Yungas Squirrels foraging on the nut-trees, the enigmatic 

Margay hunting along the trails and the confiding White-

throated Antpitta grubbing among leaf debris. Golden-collared Macaw and the endangered Alder Parrot are two 

members of the parrot tribe that will hopefully be found as well. We spend a full day exploring the trails of the 

park and allowing us time to look for Brown Capuchin, Azaras Agouti and the scarce Black-and-Chestnut Eagle, 

before beginning the long drive back to San Lorenzo in Salta where we will stay at the Selva Montana Lodge for 

one night. 

Day 12   

Salta to Buenos Aires and drive to El Palmar  

 

Our flight from Salta leaves by mid-morning so there will be an early breakfast, time to enjoy the cloud forest park 

of the hotel and a transfer to the local airport for a two hours flight to Buenos Aires. After arriving in BA we meet 

our driver and journey northwards to a locality near the entrance to El Palmar National Park and our comfortable 

hotel for a three night stay. Owing to the longer distances involved in this stage of the holiday, we will use a 

comfortable Mercedes Sprinter Minibus for the next three days, allowing us to cover the ground in as short a time 

as possible and maximize our time in El Palmer. 

 

Driving north for approximately an hour to the long bridge over Paraná River at Zárate, we then cross the bridge 

and enter Entre Ríos province, continuing our journey northwards along Route 14 to our first stop in the locality 

of Ceibas. The area is a huge wetland dotted with palm and low forest islets where we will enjoy an introduction 

                                                                              Margay  
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to the diverse wildfowl and some of the local specialties. We then proceed travelling north to the town of Ubajay 

or Colón - near the entrance to El Palmar National Park - and our base for the next three nights. 

 

This evening we will pay a first visit to El Palmar National Park for a spotlighting introduction to the nocturnal 

wildlife of the Espinal environment.  

Day 13 & 14   

El Palmar National Park  

 

El Palmar contains an interesting variety of habitats, including palm savannah (which predominates), riverine 

woodland, grassland and scrub. It is characterised by stands of palms which lend the place quite a distinctive 

atmosphere. The soil is dry and sandy, ideal for fossorial species such as Viscacha, Tuco-tuco and Armadillo. 

Overall, the park covers an area of around 8,000 hectares though only about half of this is open to the public. 

There is one main access road into the park which can be entered directly from Route 14. From this road there are 

various spurs: the "La Glorieta" track, the "Arroyo de Los Loros" track and the "Mirador de El Palmar" track. The 

access road is about ten kilometres long and finishes in a three-way junction: the "Campsite" road, the "Ruins" 

road and the "Prefecture" road, the latter being out of bounds to tourists. There are also four or five walking trails, 

all of which are worth exploring. Despite its apparently small size, there are quite a few quiet little spots to explore. 

 

We spend two full days devoted to explore El Palmar 

National Park in search of Geoffroy’s Cat (even the 

melanistic form of this attractive wild cat is very likely 

here), Crab-eating Raccoon, Pampas Fox, Nine-banded 

Armadillo, Lesser Grison, Capybara, South American 

River Otter, Plains Viscacha and even Jaguarundi is a 

possibility in this protected area. The bird fauna will cast 

a few new species for the trip too, such as Great Horned 

Owl, Red-winged Tinamou, Spotted Nothura, Golden-

breasted Woodpecker, Campo Flicker, Whistling 

Heron and Brown Cacholote, amongst many others.  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 Great Horned Owl  
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Day 15   

Iberá Wetlands 

After an early breakfast we start driving again along Route 

14 northwards for 120 kms to enter Corrientes province. 

We then proceed along Route 119 for about 150 kms to 

reach Mercedes town located at the southern edge of the 

vast flooded area known as Iberá wetlands.  At this stage 

we say goodbye to our minibus driver and board our 4x4 

vehicles for an evening drive northeast along dirt roads 

towards Iberá Lagoon getting into the heart of the 

marshes where we will be stopping en route for occasional 

Marsh Deer, Yacare Caiman, and the truly abundant and 

biggest rodent in the world, the Capybara. The Iberá - 

meaning ‘Shining Water’ in local Guaraní language - is a 

complex ecosystem of flooded flat areas in north central Corrientes province south of medium Paraná River. It is 

composed of grasslands, sandy fields, lagoons, embalsados (floating islands) and riverine gorges that support Yatay-

Palm forest, xeric woods, extensive rushbeds and dense reeds bordering the few roads that reach the area.  The 

avifauna of the region casts a few attractive flycatchers such as Black-and-White Monjita and White-headed Marsh-

Tyrant, both of them with contrasting combinations of black and white, plus some very localised specialties such 

as Strange-tailed and Streamer-tailed Tyrants. We proceed driving along dirt causeway to Colonia Carlos Pellegrini 

and stay for three nights at a beautiful lodge with strategic location on the shores of Iberá wetlands. 

Day 16 & 17   

Iberá Wetlands 

We spend two full days exploring in depth the whole area, 

both by 4x4 safari rides and by boat trip in the Iberá 

lagoon and across the marshes. There will be a couple of 

gentle walks in gallery forest habitat where troops of 

Black Howler-Monkeys compete with Toco Toucan in 

search of fruiting trees. We will also organise night 

outings to certain areas where we stand good chances for 

spotting the shy Maned Wolf which is seldom seen but 

frequently heard barking in the evening from the tallest 

grasslands. Other more common creatures to be found 

include Crab-eating Raccoon, Southern Coati, Brown 

Brocket Deer, Nine-banded Armadillo, Yellow Anaconda 

and a host of amphibians. 

 

Our lodge in the marshes also functions as a working ranch devoted to cattle and horses so we will witness the 

spectacle of huge arreos where the gauchos show amazing abilities during their daily tasks. The food is excellent 

and there is a swimming pool in the garden overlooking the wetlands so the siestas here can be a luxurious 

experience in the wilderness! 

                                                            Yellow Anaconda 

Capybara  
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Day 18   

Iberá Wetlands 

This morning we will drive along the eastern border of the marshes, northwards to the city of Posadas located 

right on the border between Corrientes and Misiones provinces. This area is the most reliable place in Corrientes 

to look for Pampas Deer so we plan to make a couple of detours in search of them. In the afternoon we arrive to 

Posadas Airport and catch the short flight to Buenos Aires. On arrival we transfer to our downtown hotel for a 

good rest. 

Day 19   

Transfer to Ezeiza Airport for flight back home 

There will be a good buffet breakfast at the hotel before we leave for our transfer to Ezeiza Airport, which is 

located approximately one hour from Buenos Aires. 

 

Day 20 

London 

We arrive in London in early morning. 

 

 
WHALE WATCHING POST-TOUR EXTENSION 

Day 18   

Buenos Aires  

We stay overnight in Buenos Aires after our wildlife tour in Northern Argentina. 

Day 19   

Valdes Peninsula  

Early transfer to local airport and fly BA to Trelew. After arrival in Trelew we drive northwards to the Valdes 

Peninsula. We take two nights’ accommodation at the strategic ACA Hotel Puerto Pirámides located on the 

coast of New Gulf and at the base of Valdes Peninsula. From the windows of this hotel we will have our first 

views of Southern Right Whales near the shore. Afternoon excursion by catamaran in the Golfo Nuevo waters 

to get close views of these fantastic cetaceans. 

Day 20   

Valdes Peninsula  

Full day tour to Valdes Peninsula by driving to the various attractive spots and beaches to include Elephant Seal 

rookeries at Caleta Valdes and the Southern Sea Lions colonies.  Travelling along the coast we should have an 

excellent opportunity to view Southern Right Whales breaching, with a very realistic chance of spotting a pod of 

Orcas patrolling the inshore waters in search of prey. 
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Day 21   

Punta Tombo 

Today we visit a couple of hidden small bays located to the south which are frequently used by juvenile Whales 

learning to swim in the shallow waters. With a little luck we hope to witness the spectacle of mothers swimming 

with calves from close range but soon we keep on driving south to the famous Punta Tombo where we spend 

the afternoon at this large concentration of Magellanic Penguins. In the evening we drive to Trelew city and take 

accommodation for one night at a local hotel. 

Day 22   

Fly Buenos Aires / London  

This morning we return to Trelew for our flight back to Buenos Aires and on to London. 

Day 23   

London 

We arrive in London in the early morning. 

Grading 

This tour is graded A/B. Argentina is a vast county and many of the key sites for wildlife are a significant distance 

apart. Whilst we have taken measures to reduce the amount of travelling on this tour and to allow a longer stay in 

the areas of greatest interest, there will still be some long travel days and participants should be prepared for this. 

However, you will be accompanied by expert naturalist at all times, who will be on hand to point out any wildlife 

of interest on route and we will endeavor to provide loo breaks and opportunities to ‘stretch your legs’ when 

possible. When exploring the respective National Parks there will be plenty of walking, but no prolonged treks and 

the walks will be conducted at a leisurely pace. 

 

Focus 
 

The focus of the tour is birds and mammals. In most of South America mammals are very shy, retiring, present in 

low densities and largely crepuscular/nocturnal. It is therefore likely that on most days we will concentrate our 

efforts on trying to find our target mammals at first light or in the late afternoon / early evening, turning attention 

to the birds and landscape during the middle part of the day. Whilst we spend a great deal of time searching for 

our mammalian targets, the reality is that sightings may only be brief and opportunities for photographing the 

subjects may be limited. However, in our quest for these species, we are likely to encounter a vast variety of birds 

and some stunning landscape along the way, enjoying a fascinating insight into this wonderfully varied country. 

Extra expenses 

Items of a personal nature such as drinks, laundry etc. Tips (allow approx. $20 per day). 
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Food & Accommodation  

All food and accommodation are included in the price of this holiday. Accommodation will be in a variety of 

tourist hotels with private facilities. At some of the more remote locations we use the best available hotels but 

these will be somewhat simpler in style than the bigger city hotels.  

How to book your place 

In order to book your place on this holiday, please give us a call on 01962 733051 with a credit or debit card, book 

online at www.naturetrek.co.uk, or alternatively complete and post the booking form at the back of our main 

Naturetrek brochure, together with a deposit of 20% of the holiday cost plus any room supplements if required. 

If you do not have a copy of the brochure, please call us on 01962 733051 or request one via our website. Please 

stipulate any special requirements, for example extension requests or connecting/regional flights, at the time of 

booking. 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/



